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Augusta Tech Breaks Ground for Columbia County Campus 
 

Augusta Technical College administrators and 

a host of honored guests were on hand, Friday, 

September 14th to help break ground on the 

future campus to be located in Columbia 

County just off Horizon Parkway South. 

The campus will  add to the menu of 

locations that students can take classes at while 

pursuing a technical education in a fi ve county 

service area including Richmond, Burke, 

Columbia, Lincoln and McDuffie. 
 
 

 

Skills USA Chapter at Augusta Tech Wins $10,000 

Grant from Loweôs 
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The Augusta Tech student 

chapter of Skill s USA won one of 

ten $10,000 grants from the 

Loweôs Charitable and 

Educational 

Foundation to 

benefit a commu- 

nity service proj- 

ect. The project 

beneficiary was 

the Augusta 

Training Shop 

(ATS) located on 

Jenkins Street. 

The training shop 

was in the process 

of relocating from 

their old facility 

on Lake Forest 

Drive to their new location. ATS was in need 

of some exterior assistance. Faculty and stu- 

dents partnered together with the training shop 

staff to enhance the exterior of the building 

which included painting the exterior building 

and fence, installing shade cloth, producing 
 
Augusta Technical College, A unit of the 
Technical College System of Georgia

new signage, building a 

permanent planter for land- 

scaping, adding exterior lights 

and installing a new canopy 

shade. Faculty 

and students also 

redesigned their 

logo, webpage, 

and installed a 

wall mural of 

their clients. 

The partner- 

ship between 

Skill s USA and 

Loweôs gave tech- 

nical education 

students a service 

learning opportu- 

nity to apply 

their classroom skills to a real world project. 

Students gained work experience while ATS 

received improvements to their property 

making it a safe and attractive environment 

for their clients to work. 

http://www.technicalcollegesystemofgeorgia.org/


 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Terry D. Elam, President 

Augusta Technical College 

Message from the President 
 

Dear Friends and Supporters: 

I am pleased to share with all of 

you that we have officially  broken 

ground on our new Columbia 

County campus located off Horizon 

South Parkway. Although it has been 

a long road to get to this point, I am 

positive the citizens of Columbia 

County and the surrounding areas 

will  benefit greatly from having a 

campus of Augusta Technical College 

in their community. 

Additional construction is also 

beginning on the main campus of the 

college. A new parking lot is being 

built next to the Allied Health build- 

ing and will  provide additional parking spaces 

for students and visitors especially during peak 

times. On the other side of the Allied Health 

building, construction has begun on our new 

Emergency Management Services building 

which will  house our EMT, Paramedic and Fire 

Science programs. 

In student news, we are once again pleased to 

share our job placement rate for graduates of the 

college is 98%. We have some terrific  students 

at Augusta Tech and I would like to mention 

just a few of them now. Jason Trefil, Electrical 

Construction, and Rebecca McBeath, LPN, 

were named Coca-Cola Scholars for Two Year 

Colleges; Coleeta Rhinehart, Welding, and 

Yonathan James, Media Communications, 

 

 
 
have been selected to represent Augusta 

Technical College in a US/Brazil Cultural and 

Arts Exchange Program for 6 months. Gerald 

Hendricks, Electronics Technology, was recog- 

nized by AFCEA with a $500 scholarship. Shala 

Bussey, Media Communications, brought home 

a Gold Medal from the National Skills USA 

Competition. Early Child Care and Education 

students from Burke County painted murals at 

the new offices of Head Start in Waynesboro, 

providing for a brighter and happier learning 

environment for our future students. Our Skills 

USA Student Chapter received a $10,000 grant 

from the Loweôs Charitable and Educational 

Foundation to fund a community service proj- 

ect for the Augusta Training Shop. I am so very 

proud of all of our students and their individual 

accomplishments. 

As I look down the road to 2008, I see great 

things happening for Augusta Technical College. 

We are anticipating the start of a feasibility to 

help determine the future needs of the college 

and ways that the communities we serve can 

participate and support our growth. Technical 

education opportunities are becoming more 

attractive to students and we are experiencing 

that interest first hand and want to be prepared 

to handle the exponential growth. We are think- 

ing globally and educating locally! 

Sincerely, 

Terry D. Elam 

President 
 

 

Foundation Presidentôs Letter 
 

Dear Friends and Supporters: 

I am so pleased to share with you the news 

that three new permanent scholarship endow- 

ments have been established with the Augusta 

Technical College Foundation this year. 

Members of the Electrical Construction and 

Maintenance Advisory Board have raised over 

$13,000 to establish a scholarship endowment 

in honor of a former member, Mr. Richard J. 

(Dick) Edenfield. 

The North Columbia Fire and Rescue Squad 

Board of Directors have granted preliminary 

establishing a 
scholarship fund. 

Another pro- 

gram that helps 

with ongoing 

equipment needs at 

Augusta Tech called 

TechMatch has 

been reinstituted in 

the technical 

colleges. 

TechMatch is the 

matching grant 

program for the 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

James L. Kendrick 

Foundation President 

approval for the funding of two new scholarship 

endowments that wil l benefit the 

EMT/Paramedic Program and the Fire Science 

Program. 

These endowments bring the total number of 

permanent funds to nine that have been estab- 

lished with the foundation to help provide addi- 

tional scholarship opportunities to students at 

Augusta Tech. If you are looking for an opportu- 

nity to help impact a studentôs future, consider 

Technical College System of Georgia. 

TechMatch is an innovative plan to address the 

ongoing challenge of maintaining current equip- 

ment for the thirty-three technical colleges in 

Georgia. 

The involvement of over 800 industry, 

business and individual partners, throughout 

Georgia contributing used and new equipment 

to technical colleges makes TechMatch a great 

continued on page 4 
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Electrical Construction & Maintenance Advisory Committee Establish New 

Scholarship Endowment in Honor of Richard J. (Dick) Edenfield 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard J. (Dick) Edenfield 

 
Members of the Electrical 

Construction & Maintenance Advisory 

Committee have been spearheading an 

effort to establish a scholarship endow- 

ment in honor of Richard J. (Dick) 

Edenfield. 

Dick  served as the Chief of Inspectors 

for Augustaôs Department of Inspections 

for over 30 years prior to his retirement. 

He was a 30 year voting member of 

Underwriters Laboratories, a 50 year 

member of the International Association 

of Electrical Inspectors, having served as 

President of the Southern Section, and a 

respected member of the Electrical 

Construction & Maintenance Advisory 

Board at Augusta Technical College. 

Led by the efforts of Lewis Vann, 

Chief Electrical Inspector for Richmond 

County, the group has raised over 

$13,000 thanks to the generosity of the 

foll owing businesses and individuals: 

 
Mr. Adiel Adams, Jr. 

Augusta Business Center 

Mr. Randy Robinson 

ATSCO 

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Baxter 

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Beckworth 

Mr. Guy Bowles 

Bowles Construction 

Mr. Vernon Boswell 

B/E Electrical Contractors 

Mr. and Mrs. Ulmer Bridges 

Builders Association of Metro 

Augusta, Inc. 

Mr. Christopher Booker 

CB Architects 

Mr. Buster Boshears, Jr. 

Mr. Jack Center 

Ms. Riah Collier 

Collier Construction 

Ms. Pam Costabile 

Mr. and Mrs. Rudolph Dixon 

Ms. Mary Dressel 

Dressel Electrical Contracting 

Mr. Richard Edenfield 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Fleming 

Fleming Construction 

Ms. Donna Hardin 

Mr. John Hebbard 

Hebbard Electric 

Mr. Marshall Hebbard 

Alrich Electric Contracting 

Mr. Dereck Herrmann 

D.B. Herrmann Construction 

Mr. Herbert Hicks 

Mr. Jason Howell 

Howell Electric 

IBEW Local Union 1579 

Independent Electrical Contractors, 

Georgia Chapter 

Mr. Ralph A. Ireland, III  

Ireland Electric Corporation 

Mr. Andrew Jefferson 

Mr. Earl Johnson 

Mr. Joe Johnson 

Electrical Contractors, Inc. 

Mr. Jewitt Kitchens 

Jisk 

Mr. Orville Lake 

Ms. Lazell Logan 

Mr. Lawrence Lovett 

Mr. Gene Jones 

H.E. Jones Electric Service 

Mr. Keith Ellington 

K.E. Electric 

Mr. and Mrs. Alf red John Maguire 

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Maguire 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe McKenney 

Mr. Wayne McKinney 

Advanced Electric 

Mr. Michael Myles 

Mr. Michael Outley 

Outley Electrical Co. 

Ms. Charlene Peoples 
P&T Electric 

Mr. William Poppell, Jr. 

Poppell Electrical 

Mr. Joe Reid 

Mr. Jim Felton 

Southern Siding and Window 

Corporation 

Mr. Rudy Dixon 

S & R Electric 

Mr. E. Freddie Sanders 

Mr. Larry Sconyers 

Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Smith 

Plumbing Electrical & General 

Contracting 

Mr. Marvin Toulson 

Tôs Mechanical and Electrical, Inc. 

Webb Lodge # 166 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles B. Webster 

Mr. Mark Whitaker 

Whitaker Electric Company 

Mr. Stanford Woodhurst, Jr. 

The Woodhurst Partnership 

Ms. Bonita Wright 

Mr. Lewis Vann 

Mr. William Yates 

Mr. A. Nathan Youngblood, Jr. 

Mr. Mike Zapata 

Kelley Electric of South Carolina 

Mr. Rob Zapata 

Rob Zapata Electric 

 
The endowment wil l generate an 

annual yearly scholarship of approxi- 

mately $500 to be awarded to a student 

enrolled in the Electrical Construction 

program. Additional donations for this 

endowment are still being accepted. 

For additional information on estab- 

lishing an endowment for a program at 

Augusta Technical College or in honor of 

an individual, please contact the 

Foundation Office at 706.771.4023. 
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Augusta Tech Students 

to Participate in 

Brazilian Exchange 

Program for Arts and 

Culture 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Coleeta Rhinehart Yonathan James 

Two Augusta Technical College students will 

travel to Brazil in January of 2008 to participate 

in a US-Brazilian Arts and Cultural Exchange 

Program. Yonathan James, a Printing and 

Graphics Technology student and Coleeta 

Rhinehart, a Welding Technology student, were 

selected by a panel of judges to represent the 

college for the six month exchange program. 

Augusta Technical College was selected to 

participate in the exchange program because of 

the collegeôs interest in arts thanks to Welding 

Instructor Tommy Lyles who is a working artist. 

Tommy spent time in Brazil in advance of the 

students to become more familiar with what 

they can expect on their journey. In addition to 

Augusta Techôs students going to Brazil, the 

college hopes to have some Brazilian students 

join the student body. 

 

 
Foundation Presidentôs Letter 
continued on page 2 

 

success ï and you can be a part of that success. 

Since the program began, Augusta Technical 

College has received donations from over 50 

businesses and industries.  On a local level, you 

can help by donating new and used equipment, 

machinery, etc. to Augusta Technical Collegeôs 

academic programs.  Your business will  receive a 

tax benefit when participating in TechMatch. As 

part of the donation, the state matches dollar for 

dollar the value you place on the donation. For 

instance, a company that donates medical equip- 

ment valued at $20,000 to the Allied Health 

programs will  help the college receive a match- 

ing cash gift of $20,000 that must be used for 

equipment purchases. With over 100 programs 

of study, you can imagine that keeping equip- 

ment current with industry needs is quite the 

challenge. 

If you have equipment that you would like for 

the college to consider or you want to discuss estab- 

lishing  a  permanent  scholarship  fund,  please  call 

Beverly Barshafsky Peltier at 706.771.4023. 

Sincerely, 

James L. Kendrick 

Shala Bussey Takes Home the 

Gold at Skills USA National 

Competition 
 

Augusta Technical 

College graduate 

Shala Bussey recently 

took first place in 

the Skills USA 

national competition 

in Kansas City, 

Missouri. Ms. 

Bussey, who graduat- 

ed in June with an 

associate degree in 

Media Communications, bested ten other 

competitors from across the nation in the Job 

Demonstration B competition. Competitors in 

this event had to deliver a fi ve to seven minute 

presentation on a topic related to technical 

education. Busseyôs winning presentation was a 

demonstration on the proper way to put together 

a portfolio for the Media Communications 

industry. 

ñI was prepared. I just knew I had won,ò said 

Ms. Bussey. That winning attitude carried the 

day for Shala Bussey. 
 

 

Rotary Clubs Support Adult Literacy Efforts at Augusta Tech 
 

Thanks to the generous support of area Rotary Clubs, Augusta Techôs Office of Adult Literacy is 

able to provide GED Scholarships to students who want to take the GED but lack the funds to do 

so to secure their diploma. GED Scholarships are small scholarships made available in increments of 

$50-$95 to cover the test costs. GED classes are provided at no cost to interested students however, 

the fee to take the final exam and secure a diploma is $95. The Martinez-Evans Rotary Club and 

the Rotary Club of Augusta, through the James M. Hull Rotary Educational Fund, have each pro- 

vided funds to help continue the efforts to have a more literate community. Thank you Rotarians! 
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